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Appendix table 6-44.
Full-time S&E graduate students with a research assistantship as primary support mechanism, by Federal
agency of primary support: 1980–97

Other National
Department Aeronautics

All National of Health & National Department Department and All
Federal Institutes Human Science of of Space other

agencies of Health Services Foundation Defense Agriculturea Administrationa agencies

Number

1980 ............................ 29,316 5,436 587 7,627 2,934 NA NA 12,732
1981 ............................ 29,146 5,505 543 7,596 3,297 NA NA 12,205
1982 ............................ 28,313 5,295 509 7,747 3,467 NA NA 11,295
1983 ............................ 29,152 5,456 549 8,066 3,934 NA NA 11,147
1984 ............................ 29,463 5,762 583 8,283 4,081 NA NA 10,754
1985 ............................ 30,433 6,147 751 8,558 4,195 1,818 NA 8,964
1986 ............................ 32,739 7,001 710 9,084 4,646 1,954 NA 9,344
1987 ............................ 34,996 7,662 814 9,487 5,617 2,325 NA 9,091
1988 ............................ 36,752 8,598 761 9,822 6,028 2,300 NA 9,243
1989 ............................ 38,555 9,342 906 9,875 5,916 2,448 NA 10,068
1990 ............................ 38,504 9,463 965 9,705 5,412 2,431 NA 10,528
1991 ............................ 40,790 9,990 1,055 10,161 5,484 2,816 NA 11,284
1992 ............................ 42,586 10,623 986 10,652 5,727 2,959 NA 11,639
1993 ............................ 44,502 11,368 725 10,814 6,232 3,019 NA 12,344
1994 ............................ 45,621 11,614 902 11,194 6,217 3,143 NA 12,551
1995 ............................ 44,597 11,416 997 10,662 6,305 2,994 NA 12,223
1996 ............................ 43,371 11,197 1,046 10,256 6,003 2,750 1,780 10,339
1997 ............................ 43,187 11,314 1,111 10,398 6,367 2,406 2,063 9,528

Percent

1980 ............................ 100.0 18.5 2.0 26.0 10.0 NA NA 43.4
1981 ............................ 100.0 18.9 1.9 26.1 11.3 NA NA 41.9
1982 ............................ 100.0 18.7 1.8 27.4 12.2 NA NA 39.9
1983 ............................ 100.0 18.7 1.9 27.7 13.5 NA NA 38.2
1984 ............................ 100.0 19.6 2.0 28.1 13.9 NA NA 36.5
1985 ............................ 100.0 20.2 2.5 28.1 13.8 6.0 NA 29.5
1986 ............................ 100.0 21.4 2.2 27.7 14.2 6.0 NA 28.5
1987 ............................ 100.0 21.9 2.3 27.1 16.1 6.6 NA 26.0
1988 ............................ 100.0 23.4 2.1 26.7 16.4 6.3 NA 25.1
1989 ............................ 100.0 24.2 2.3 25.6 15.3 6.3 NA 26.1
1990 ............................ 100.0 24.6 2.5 25.2 14.1 6.3 NA 27.3
1991 ............................ 100.0 24.5 2.6 24.9 13.4 6.9 NA 27.7
1992 ............................ 100.0 24.9 2.3 25.0 13.4 6.9 NA 27.3
1993 ............................ 100.0 25.5 1.6 24.3 14.0 6.8 NA 27.7
1994 ............................ 100.0 25.5 2.0 24.5 13.6 6.9 NA 27.5
1995 ............................ 100.0 25.6 2.2 23.9 14.1 6.7 NA 27.4
1996 ............................ 100.0 25.8 2.4 23.6 13.8 6.3 4.1 23.8
1997 ............................ 100.0 26.2 2.6 24.1 14.7 5.6 4.8 22.1

NA = not available

NOTE: Percentages may not total 100 because of rounding.

aData were reported for the first time in 1985 for the Department of Agriculture and in 1996 for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Studies (NSF/SRS), Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science
and Engineering, various years, special tabulations.
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